
 

McComb Earns Outstanding Club  in the District Award  
 

 Having just celebrated their seventy-fifth birthday, the Rotary Club of McComb resolved at the beginning of 

the ñRotary Sharesò year to be the best Rotary club possible. They proudly announced last July 1 that they were 

a 100-member club, a distinction shared by only four other district clubs. 

 Led by their first female president, Janice McKellar, McComb Ro-

tarians had consistent growth all year. June 1 found them to be a 105- 

member club, while they on one occasion had lifted themselves up to 

110. This is a remarkable feat considering that the historic railroad town 

and county seat of Pike County has a population of 14,000. 

 Not only did McComb Rotarians set exemplary standards in member-

ship, they also covered the other aspect of R. I. Director Tom Branumôs 

ñM & Mò, members and money. By conference time they were leading 

the district in annual fund contributions to the Rotary Foundation, col-

lecting already more than $18,000. 

 McCombôs service projects read like a Rotary training manual. Hav-

ing started their first Interact Club eighteen years ago, they now have 

three of the four Interact clubs in the county. Their little brother, nearby 

Summit, sponsors the other one.  

 Once again McComb played their usual first-class role in Group 

Study Exchange. More times than not visiting GSE teams salute 

McComb as the highlight of their tour. The Dutch engineers were no 

exception. They all tossed out the roses (tulips?) to McComb for the 

warm hospitality and especially the tour to Vicksburg. 

 In addition, McComb Rotarians came to all district functions in large numbers. Deputy Governor Bobby 

McDaniel volunteered as sergeant-at-arms at several of them, including the district conference. 

 Thus, for membership development, Foundation contributions, community projects, international projects, 

and district participation, one can find D-6840ôs outstanding club for 2007-2008 in the fair city of McComb. 
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Proud President Paul Prokop. 

Jim Hedges, President Janice McKellar, Dis-

trict Chair Ralph Price, Michael Cameron,  

Bill Woodward, and Deputy Governor Bobby 

McDaniel led McComb to its heights. 

New Orleans International Airport       

    Storms into Select Foundation Circle
 President Paul Prokopôs Rotary Club of New Orleans International Airport 

joined Covington and Algiers as a 100% Paul Harris Fellow Club just as the 

Rotary year closed. 

 In a black-tie dinner at Colonial Country Club Governor Milton presented 

eighteen Paul Harris awards to members. Of the twenty-four members in the 

club, seventeen are first-time Paul Harris fellows, three are PHF plus one, 

three are PHF plus two, and one is PHF plus five.  

 Internationally acclaimed piano artist Ronnie Kole, himself a Paul Harris 

fellow, entertained the club with a complete concert to help them celebrate. 
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Message from the Governor 

           Past is Prologue 
 

 As a final word in this extraordinary year, let me say a huge thank you to my beloved district for your 

making Rotary so much stronger in D6840. Ray Hymel would love it! We certainly have ñwon one for the 

Gipper!ò 

 Critical in your success story is making the local clubs effective engines of service. We enjoyed cheering 

for you as a record-breaking thirty-three (out of fifty three) clubs met President Wilf Wilkinsonôs standards 

for the Presidential Citation award. Many others came so close. 

 Of course, membership development is  the sine qua non of an organization. Here you have consistently 

led the twenty-four districts of Zones 29 and 30 and by June 10 had a net gain of 145 members. 

 In Annual Giving to the Rotary Foundation you have also set a record. The goal of $175,000 was a little 

more than the previous record. Annual Giving Chair Ace Necaise of Gautier advised yesterday that the Ro-

tary Club of Pascagoula handed him a $10,000 contribution and that he had shot it off in overnight mail to 

Evanston to extend well over $220,000 our record-breaking Annual Giving total. 

 As if good news cascades all at once, Conference Registrar Kathy Short called yesterday with the final 

figures for the downtown New Orleans district conference. The count included 431 Rotarians and 338 non-

Rotarians, giving a grand total of 769, which breaks the previous record of 765 in 1990. Chairman Stuart 

Guey had a few days earlier closed the books on the conference, reporting a profit of $3,482.63. Every meal 

and every event had been sold out. 

 What a district! You have enjoyed a stellar year! 

 But as I tell my students at William Carey University, success breeds success. These impressive results, 

along with the other triumphs in the twelve goals we had at the beginning of the year, are now recorded in 

the historical past. Our successful past is the prologue of a grand year lying ahead. The district is in great 

hands with my friend Greg Lier of St. Charles Parish. Allow him to hand over a year of triumph to Ace Ne-

caise of Gautier and then to Dick McCarthy of New Orleans. 

 The team is ready! We know how to win! Letôs do it! 

Sequoias Dwarf Governor, DGE Greg at Orientation  
 

 Governor Milton and Donna in-
vited DGE Greg and Debbie Lier for 
four days of orientation at their time 
share near Sequoia National Park 
prior to the International Convention. 
All 54 clubs were reviewed by their 
strengths, weaknesses, and personali-
ties, including another new club in the 
process of formation, Diamondhead.  
 The setting of the great Sequoias  
prompted the challenge to ñThink 
Big!ò Even a net membership gain of 
200  is not out of the question.  
 With the momentum in the district 
towards giving to the Foundation, 
there is no reason this energetic dis-
trict could not reach the quarter of a 
million  mark with ease. 
   
 


