
    Top Five Clubs in Attendance 
 

   1.  Summit     95% 

   2.  Harahan (tie)   88% 

   2.  East  New Orleans  88% 

   4.  Kentwood     87% 

   5.  Edgewater Sunrisers 83% 

 

District Welcomes Distinguished Rotarian as RI Rep 
 

 D-6850 will roll out the carpet to John Eberhard, Q.C., as the personal representative of Rotary International 

President Wilf Wilkinson to its district conference, April 17-20, in New Orleans. 

 A native of London, Ontario, John hails from the same Canadian province as President Wilf. He is an Honor-

ary Queenôs Counsel and a member of the Law Society of Upper Canada. 

For thirty years he practiced law, serving as a Crown Prosecutor and as 

Judge on the Civil Aviators Tribunal. He recently was approved by way of 

Order in Council as a Chairman of the Canada Pension Plan/Old Age Secu-

rity Review Tribunal. He has appeared in all levels of Ontario courts, in-

cluding the Supreme Court of Ontario and the Court of Appeal. 

 Accompanying John will be his spouse Fran, a charter member of the 

Rotary Club of London-Hyde Park. She is Professor Emerita at the Univer-

sity of Western Ontario (Faculty of Education). A recipient of the ñWomen 

of Distinctionò award, Fran is also a member of the Sports Hall of Fame. 

She has served with John in Rotaryôs Polio National Immunization Day 

campaigns in India and Africa. 

 John has sterling Rotary contributions. A Rotarian since 1971, he has 

maintained perfect attendance for thirty-seven years. He served as Gover-

nor of D-6330 (Ontario and  Michigan) in 1993-94. He was elected a Di-

rector of Rotary International from Zone 22 (Canada, USA, and Russia) for 

2003-2005. In addition, he has served as Chairman of the R.I. Constitution 

and By Laws Committee, as Founder and Chairman of the International Fellowship of Canoeing Rotarians, as 

Vice President of the Rotary Foundation (Canada), as initiator of CyberClub legislation for Rotaryôs Council on 

Legislation, as Chairman of the Rotarian Action Group, Disaster Relief, and as a committee member to choose 

the President of Rotary International, 2008-2009. A pathfinder in new Rotary programs, John conceived the Ro-

tary program now called ñRotarian Action Groupsò (RAGS). 

 Being the R.I. Presidentôs Representative is nothing new for John and Fran. He has visited thirteen district 

conferences in the United States, Canada, Africa, England, Wales, Sweden, and Russia.  

 The energetic couple have raised two children, Kelly and Rob. In their spare time the twosome enjoy travel, 

canoeing, flying, cottaging, pet dogs and cats, and motorcycling. 

 PDG George and Yvonne Mahl of Harahan will serve as aides to the Eberhards during the conference. 
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John and Fran Eberhard of London, 

Ontario, will represent President Wilf 

Wilkinson at the district conference. 

             Dutch Team Arrives Next Week 

 A seven-person Group Study Exchange team arrives Saturday 

from the Netherlands for a month long visit featuring levee con-

struction/engineering. They will study storm chasing with the U.S. 

Air Force, surge computer modeling with the U.S. Army Corps of 

Engineers, and hurricane prediction with the National Weather 

Service. You will meet this fine team at the District Conference. 



Page 2              March 2008                   Governorôs Monthly Newsletter 

Message from the Governor 

 

       The Best of Times 
 

 In the nearly two years of gubernatorial responsibilities, what con-

stitutes the ñbest of timesò for a Rotary district governor? 

 No doubt, that would be RIGHT NOW, a little over two weeks 

from the district conference. 

 Yes, PETS, leadership conferences, membership and Foundation 

seminars, and especially visiting the clubs were all fun events. But 

nothing compares with district conference. The others involved 

PLANNING events; district conference CELEBRATES successes. 

 Our April 17-20 date came early this year. The last time I was 

governor eighteen years ago the conference came the final days of May, six weeks later. This allowed us  a 

month and a half longer to fulfill our goals. 

 But even with a shorter service time, just wait until you hear what YOU, District 6840 Rotarians, have 

done! In what R. I. Director Tom Branum calls the ñM & Msò of Rotary, membership and money, we have 

set examples for the twenty-four districts of Zones 29 and 30. Note the resurgence in membership (pages 

three and four). In Rotary Foundation gifts, Chairman Rob Young of Stennis Space Center anticipates our 

reaching an all-time high in annual giving. 

 For the conference itself, we have already met our quota of rooms for Hotel Loews. In fact, they are so 

pleased with the response that they have consented to the Conference Committeeôs request that rooms con-

tinue at the special rate of $159. If you have not called the hotel, please reserve now. Enjoy the fellowship 

at the hotel with a good rate. 

 There are still some places for the Audubon Park golf tournament, the Thursday night jazz dinner cruise, 

and the Cajun Cooking School and lunch on Saturday, as well as all other events. 

 Our hats go off to the Rotary Club of New Orleans for having already sixty registrations, a record for 

that historic club. They will also lead the way for our exciting International Convention in 2011. 

 Perhaps you are beginning to understand why, for a district governor, this is ñthe best of times.ò 

 Ambassadorial Scholar Meets Queen  
 

 Ambassadorial Scholar Philip Londeree had the unusual 

privilege of speaking with Queen Elizabeth II last week. 

 On her visit to Queenôs University, Belfast, Northern Ire-

land, Queen Elizabeth met with eighty invited persons from 

Northern Ireland. Philipôs invitation came from his being 

Speaker of the Student Union, an elected position for which he 

is the first non-Irish incumbent. 

 A few of the eighty  were granted permission to speak with 

Her Majesty. Interestingly, the first was D-6840ôs ambassado-

rial scholar from Petal. The Queen offered her hand to Philip 

and asked, ñWhat brings you to Belfast?ò 

 Philip responded, ñI am a Rotary Ambassadorial Scholar.ò  

 The Queen ñseemed very interested,ò Philip reported, ñand 

went on to ask what I was studying, about my position as  Un-

ion Speaker, and the like.ò The exchange lasted about two min-

utes. It was a first for a district ambassadorial scholar. 

A First!  
 

 At the tri -district PETS in Vicksburg 

earlier this month, Governor Milton met 

Sister Dorothea Sondgeroth, President-

elect of the 343-member Rotary Club of 

J a c k s o n . 

 President 

of St. Domi-

nic Health 

Services,  Sis-

ter Dorothea 

will be the 

first lady 

president of 

the Jackson 

club and the 

first lady of 

the cloth Governor Milton knows to serve 

as a Rotary club president . 
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 Anthony Lama     Ian Dô     r Dixon III      Natalie Snider 

 Membership development contin-

ues on a goal-breaking pace around 

the district. 

 D-6840 Rotarians were thrilled to 

learn that they led all the districts in 

Zone 29 during the first half of he 

year, reaching a net gain of 67 by De-

cember, surpassing the districtôs mini-

mal goal of 53.  

 January had the historic dip, drop-

ping the net gain to 62. But as the 

monthly attendance report shows (see 

page four), the district has roared back 

to reach a net gain of 86! The 2400 

mark is only eight net gain members 

away and the net gain of 100 mark is 

within reach. 

 The two robust clubs that have set 

the pace from the beginning once 

again account for the impressive accel-

eration. President Jarrod Goudeauôs 

Hammond-Ponchatoula Sunrisers 

sport a net gain of nineteen, climbing 

from a small club of 29 to a mid-size 

club of 44. On the other side of the 

lake President Skip Weberôs Metairie 

club now has a net gain of sixteen, 

leaving mid-size status of 61 and en-

tering  the large club category at 77. 

 Other clubs that have rolled up their 

sleeves on membership include Rus-

sell Gillôs Gautier club, plus nine; 

Robbie Maxwellôs Pascagoula club, 

plus seven, Bob Wallôs Biloxi club, 

plus six; Mark Kleinôs St. Charles Par-

ish club, five; and, most impressively, 

two small clubs have netted five new 

members each, Wall McKneelyôs 

Amite club and Reggie Simmonsô 

Franklinton club. 

 For a monthly gain, the historic Ro-

tary Club of New Orleans, led by 

President Byron Harrell, led all clubs 

with five new members, placing it 

only a member short of district leading 

Gulfport. 

 
   

 

New Orleans Leads as Reservations 

 Flow in for Long-awaited Conference 
 

 For more than a year Rotarians of D6840 have eyed the 

dates April 17-20 in anticipation of the first downtown New 

Orleans district conference in decades. 

 Chairman Stuart Guey of Belle Chasse and his conference 

committee are poised for what he predicts will be ñthe best 

conference ever.ò  

 As of last Monday, Rotarians have booked 158 rooms at 

the beautiful Hotel Loews. The Rotary Club of New Orleans 

currently leads in conference reservations with sixty. Several 

other clubs have projected their largest conference atten-

dance ever. The sixty from the New Orleans club have al-

ready gained that distinction for the worldôs twelfth oldest 

club. 

 The Hotel Loews added to the happy news on Tuesday 

when they accepted the committeeôs request that the $159 

special room price be extended beyond the March 25 dead-

line. This encourages additional Rotarians to book rooms 

still at the special $159 rate, the same as last year. 

 Assistant Governor Dick McCarthy has thirty food 

booths ready to share their culinary specialties. A member of 

the celebrated Brennan family will adjudicate the dishes. 

 What is more, ten talent teams have been accepted for the 

entertainment plus the Warren Easton band, a 75-member 

group uniformed by Rotarians. The theme this year is 

ñTravel Through Time,ò in recognition of the governorôs 

role as a tour leader and history professor. 

 All  of  this  will  be  set  in the midst of  next  door Piazza  

dôItalia, adorned with columns, waterfalls, and illumina-

tions. No conference has had a more beautiful setting. 

 Golfers will want to enjoy the tournament at Audubon 

Golf Course staged by the Rotary Club of St. Charles Parish. 

The Denis Griffiths designed course features contoured fair-

ways, manicured Tif Eagle greens, four lagoons, and exqui-

site landscaping. 

 There are still places open for the Thursday night jazz 

dinner cruise on the Mississippi ($50), call Vicky Gutierrez 

at 228-392-3002, and the Cajun Cooking School and Lunch 

10:00ð1:30 p.m. ($25), call Donna Wheeler at 601-268-3126. 

 Add to this the Rotary triumphs highlighted in plenary 

sessions and meal events and one can understand the excite-

ment of D6840 Rotarians. 

Membership Soars to Net Gain of 86 
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Monthly Attendance Report 

              CLUB        JULY 1   MAR.1   INCREASE  ATTENDANCE    MTGS 

 

Algiers          10          11               1     73%      3 

Amite           28     33     5     76%      4 

Bay St. Louis         63     65     2     65%      3 

Belle Chasse         23     24     1     56%      5 

Biloxi            79     85     6     75%      3 

Bogalusa          34     37     3     56%      3  

Carrollton          28     28     -     50%      3 

Columbia          51     48     (3)     70%      3 

Covington          24     28          4     65%      3 

East New Orleans       7     12     5     88%      2 

Edgewater          58     57     (1)     59%      4 

Edgewater Sunrisers      18     12     (6)     83%      5 

Franklinton          19     24     5     74%      4 

Gautier          42     51     9     61%      5 

Greene County        20     19     (1)     57%      4 

Gulfport          152    155    3     51%      4 

Gulfport-Orange Grove      33     29     (4)     79%      3 

Hammond          52     53     1     61%      4  

Hammond-Ponchatoula Sunrisers  25     44     19     64%           4 

Harahan          13     13     -     88%           5 

Hattiesburg         112    112    -     55%      4 

Hattiesburg Sunrise       36     33     (3)     72%      4 

Kenner          16     14     (2)     80%      4 

Kentwood         18     16     (2)     87%      4 

La Place          36     38     2     75%      3 

Long Beach         10     13     3     75%      4 

Lucedale          47     49     2     74%      3 

McComb               100    103    3     79%      4 

Metairie          61     77     16     52%      4 

Metairie Sunrise        20     21     1     80%      4 

Moss Point         17     17     -     65%      4 

New Orleans         153    154    1     56%      3 

New Orleans International Airport   20     20     -     73%      3 

Northlake/Mandeville      68     65     (3)     56%      4 

Ocean Springs        69     73     4     71%      4 

Pascagoula         121    128    7     46%      4 

Pass Christian         24     22     (2)     45%      3 

Petal           55     54     (1)     70%      4 

Picayune          33     33     -     60%      3 

Plaquemines Parish South     (Looking for a meeting site) 

Ponchatoula         48     49     1     52%      4 

Poplarville         39     39     -     56%      4 

Richton          25     27     2     50%      4 

St. Bernard Parish       12     15     3     58%      4 

St. Charles Parish       62     67     5     80%      4 

Slidell           61     61     -     39%      4 

Slidell/North Shore       61     64     3     65%      4 

Stennis Space Center       20     22     2     68%      3 

Summit          10     10     -     95%      4 

Tylertown          29     28     (1)     62%      4 

Westbank/Gretna        83     80     (3)     67%      3 

Westwego          29     29     -     37%      4 

Wiggins          32     31     (1)     66%      4 

 

 TOTAL             2306      2392         86     65.71% 


