
 Bogalusa Jumps Out to Early Lead 
 
 Using what fellow club members refer to as Merlins’s Magic, 
President Merlin Duke rallied the Rotary Club of Bogalusa to bring 
in four new members in early July. This outpaced the entire district 
for early recruitment. Three clubs had a net gain of two members in 
those early weeks of July: Moss Point, New Orleans International 
Airport, and Petal.  
 This early spurt augers 
well for Membership Devel-
opment Month which is Au-
gust. An excellent attendance 
at the Membership Develop-
ment Seminar should result in 
gains throughout the district. 
For those who missed the 
seminar,  a makeup will be 
available October 13 at the 
Holiday Inn in Covington.  
 Membership Development 
Chairman Don Bryan of Sli-
dell has booked several pro-
grams with individual clubs in the next few weeks. The Rotary 
Club of Slidell has introduced an appealing plan to recruit new 
members. Slidell Rotarians who sponsor three new members will 
have one quarter’s dues waived. It does not require a Ph.D. in eco-
nomics to recognize the efficacy of such a plan.  
 Several clubs have divided their membership rosters into teams 
in a competitive manner to recruit new members. Prizes and other 
incentives have been included in these various plans.  
 Rotarians may  consult page  four (4) of the Governor’s 
Monthly Newsletter for the progress in the several clubs’ efforts.  It 
should be noted that the monthly figures reflect day one of the 
month, meaning that several  clubs have increases  during the  
month  that may  not  be  indicated until the following  monthly 
attendance report.  
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Kentwood Resumes 
   Traditional Place 
      In Attendance 

  

 With memories of a golden era in 
its mind, the Rotary Club of Kent-
wood has reclaimed its traditional 
place at the top of the list in atten-
dance records for D6840.  
 Two decades ago it was a given fact 
that three clubs would be at the top of 
the list in attendance performance: 
Amite, Independence, and Kentwood. 
Unfortunately Independence no 
longer enjoys the benefit of having a 
Rotary club. Kentwood, however, 
weighed in on the attendance scales at 
94%, giving it the distinguished posi-
tion of first place in the very first 
month of this Rotary year. 

 In a photo-finish, Edgewater came 

in second by an eyelash at 93%, fol-

lowed by Summit, another tradition-

ally strong attendance club, with 85%. 

 Regrettably, the district average 

was an anemic 62.4%, not unusual in 

the historically low summer months. 

Top Five Clubs in Attendance 

 

1.  Kentwood       94% 
2. Edgewater       93% 

3. Summit        85% 

4. Kenner        81% 

5. St. Charles Parish     80% 

President Merlin Duke rejoices with the 

Governor. ñWe have four, we want more.ò 



Message from the Governor 

 

     The Sine Qua Non! 

 
 As long as I can remember August has been Rotaryôs Membership Development and Extension Month. 

And well it should be. Some may think July a better choice inasmuch as it is the first month of the Rotary 

year. Holidays and vacations, however, preclude July as an emphasis on these subjects. Perhaps then Sep-

tember, when normal family activities resume in full speed, should be the month for emphasis. This, how-

ever, would have cost us one-sixth of the year by neglecting the sine qua non of Rotary or any other viable 

organization.  

 Yes, membership development is in fact the sine qua non, the without of which is not, of Rotary. With-

out members there is no Rotary. Without membership development it is only a matter of time before Rotary 

membership rosters are exhausted.  

 Hence, we cannot say enough about the excellent headstart Bogalusa and other clubs made in early July. 

Hereafter, page four (4) of the Governorôs Monthly Newsletter will detail the progress of membership de-

velopment in District 6840. According to the Manual of Procedure, page thirty (30), it is the duty of the 

Governor to issue a monthly newsletter to each club president and secretary in the district, including a 

monthly membership and attendance report on each club. We shall do this not only for the presidents and 

secretaries, but for the past district governors, the assistant governors, other district leaders, and to anyone 

who requests one. We are pleased that some of our largest clubs forward the newsletters to their entire 

membership roster. In this manner, all of us can scrutinize our successes through the year.  

 What does our first attendance report tell us? First, this district has 53 excellent secretaries and a district 

secretary in Gill Miller of Edgewater who ushers in all of their reports. In thinking back on the nearly four 

decades that I have been a Rotarian, I recall very few months in which the district was 100% in attendance 

reports. So often there would be four or five and sometimes ten or twelve clubs that had next to their name 

the disheartening ñno report.ò Not a single time does this appear in our initial report.  

 Secondly, the district now has five 100-plus clubs, four in Mississippi and one in Louisiana. While we 

are so proud of McComb joining this elite circle, we should remember that historically we  have had at least 

seven in this number at a time. Of the top ten clubs, seven are in Mississippi. Four outstanding Louisiana 

clubs, however, stand at the door ready to push their way into this select group: St. Charles Parish at 62, and 

Metairie, Slidell, and Slidell Northshore each at 61.  These clubs are all growth oriented and can be counted 

upon to help the district reach again the membership totals that it has enjoyed in the past.  

 Thirdly, four additional clubs, currently in the mid-club category, stand ready to reach the next level: 

Edgewater at 58, Petal at 57, Hammond at 52, and Columbia at 51. All are strong clubs and have the poten-

tial for significant growth.  

 It should also be pointed out that Slidell and Slidell Northshore by each having 61 members would be the 

third largest club in the district if they were the Camellia Cityôs sole club. I am convinced, however, that 

they are far more productive working in their friendly rivalry than as a single unit. Look at their impressive 

Rotary Rebuilds Slidell, Inc. as peopleôs exhibit A on this matter.  

 The page four (4) report tells another story ð our attendance record needs attention, too. Even though 

the report reflects an off-month (July), it still is embarrassing to the district. Please set goals to raise the per-

centages for the clubs and thereby the district. Let us have attendance performances like Kentwood and 

Edgewater in all of our clubs. After all, the worldôs oldest, most prestigious, most international service club 

deserves better. 

 Letôs watch the progress on page four (4) together this year! 
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New Orleans: Mother of All Rotary Clubs 
 

 In this month dedicated to membership development and exten-

sion, the extension aspect is sometimes overshadowed and even over-

looked. Clubs, especially larger ones, should be vigilant in seeking 

areas that need new Rotary clubs. 

 Governor Nominee Ace Necaise of Gautier serves as Extension 

Chairman for the district. His most recent additions having been 

Greene County, Hammond-Ponchatoula Sunrise, and the soon to be 

chartered Purvis. To no oneôs surprise, the historic first club in the 

district, the Rotary Club of New Orleans, has brought in more D-6840 

clubs than any other. This ñMother of all Rotary Clubsò has given 

birth to nine. 

 Hattiesburg, the districtôs second oldest club (1918), is tied with 

Westbank/Gretna for second in starting new clubs with five.  

 Gulfport follows in fourth place with four new clubs, while Met-

airie claims fifth place with two and a half, the half representing a 

share with another club in the honor of starting a new club. 

 Amite, Biloxi, Hammond, Kenner, and Pascagoula have all 

founded two clubs. 

 Bay St. Louis, Edgewater, and Slidell may all boast of founding 

one and a half clubs. 

 Those clubs that have one off-spring to their credit include: Belle 

Chasse, Columbia, Covington, Gautier, Lucedale, McComb, Ocean 

Springs, Picayune, and St. Charles Parish. 

 Interestingly, four other clubs deserve credit for starting our D-

6840 clubs. Three are outside our district, Brookhaven, Laurel, and 

Meridian, while the other, Lumberton, is in our district but has ceased 

as a club. 

 In all, twenty-two of our clubs have founded other clubs in our 

district. 

Governor Milton Wheeler hands the keys to a new house to 95-year-old 

Josephine Bowser. Under President D. H. Short, the Rotary Club of Pass 

Christian has built 11 new houses with three more under construction. 

Mennonite leaders Catrina Schrock and Lori Doll have pledged their help 

for building 100 new houses in Pass Christian within the next three years. 

The Ten Largest Clubs 
 

1.  New Orleans       153 

2.  Gulfport        152 

3.  Pascagoula        121 

4.  Hattiesburg       112 

5.  McComb        100 

6.  Westbank/Gretna        83 

7.  Biloxi           80 

8.  Ocean Springs         70 

9.  Northlake/Mandeville      68 

10.  Bay St. Louis        64 

Slidell Northshore  

Nabs First Citation 
  

 Goal number six of the districtôs 

twelve 2007-2008 goals envisions all 

clubs receiving the Presidential Citation. 

The criteria for the citations were distrib-

uted at the PETS meeting in March. The 

deadline for submitting the certification 

form for a Presidential Citation is March 

31, 2008.  

 In remarkable time President Joe Di-

Giovanni of the Rotary Club of Slidell 

Northshore has already submitted his in  

August. This is the earliest citation to be 

completed in memory. Slidell Northshore 

and President Joe have set the standard for 

all to follow.  

Gautier Gives Birth  

   to New Rotaract Club 

 

 After five years of effort, the Rotary 

Club of Gautier has given birth to a new 

Rotaract Club at the Mississippi Gulf 

Coast Community Collegeôs Jackson 

County Campus.  

 Dr. Lena Melton, Rotarian Faculty 

Advisor, will guide the young club. 

Looking Forward 
 

Sept. 8  -     Rotaryôs Literacy Day 

September -         Recruit GSE Team  

Sept. 19-25 -    Zone Institute, Springfield 

Sept. 29-30 -       Alligator Festival 

Oct. 13  -           Fnd & MD Seminar,  

                                                    Covington 

 Jan. 12  -             Mid-Year Checkup 

Feb. 29-March 1               PETS, Vicksburg 

April 27-20     District Conference, NOLA 
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Monthly Attendance Report 

              CLUB       JULY 1   AUG. 1   INCREASE  ATTENDANCE   MTGS 

 

Algiers          10     10     -     70%      4 

Amite           28     28     -     66%      5 

Bay St. Louis         63     64     1     63%      3 

Belle Chasse         23     23     -     50%      4 

Biloxi            79     80     1     70%      5 

Bogalusa          34     38     4     29%      5  

Carrollton          28     28     -     55%      3 

Columbia          51     51     -     60%      5 

Covington          25     25     -     71%      5 

East New Orleans       7     7     -     57%      1 

Edgewater          58     58     -     93%      3 

Edgewater Sunrisers       18     18     -     59%      3 

Franklinton         19     19     -     61%      4 

Gautier          42     42     -     57%      4 

Greene County        20     20     -     78%      3 

Gulfport          152    152    -     57%      3 

Gulfport-Orange Grove      33     34     1     75%      5 

Hammond          52     52     -     35%      3 

Hammond-Ponchatoula Sunrise    25     25     -     70%      5 

Harahan          13     13     -     51%      4 

Hattiesburg         112    112    -     61%      4 

Hattiesburg Sunrise       36     36     -     72%      4 

Kenner          16     16     -     81%      4 

Kentwood         18     18     -     94%      4 

La Place          36     36     -     78%      4 

Long Beach         10     10     -     70%      3 

Lucedale          47     47     -     63%      5 

McComb          100    100    -     74%      4 

Metairie          61     61     -     56%      3 

Metairie Sunrise        20     20     -     75%      4 

Moss Point         17     19     2     64%      4 

New Orleans         153    153    -     35%      4 

New Orleans International Airport   20     22     2     75%      4 

Northlake/Mandeville      68     68     -     56%      4 

Ocean Springs        72     70     (2)     61%      3 

Pascagoula         121    121    -     40%      3 

Pass Christian         24     24     -     58%      4 

Petal           55     57     2     66%      4 

Picayune          33     33     -     61%      5 

Plaquemines Parish South     (Not meeting yet) 

Ponchatoula         48     48     -     44%      4 

Poplarville         39     39     -     48%      3 

Richton          25     25     -     68%      3 

St. Bernard Parish       12     12     -     50$      4 

St. Charles Parish        62     62     -     80%      3 

Slidell           61     61     -     48%      3 

Slidell/Northshore       61     61     -     39%      5 

Stennis Space Center       20     20     -     73%      4 

Summit          10     10     -     85%      5 

Tylertown          29     29     -     70%      3 

Westbank/Gretna        83     83     -     63%      5 

Westwego          30     30     -     43%      4 

Wiggins          32     31     (1)     68%      4 

     

 TOTAL         2311    2321    10     62.4% 


