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Service Above Self

Covington Races to Perfection

Back in March then President-elect Troy Bower left the PETS meeting at Poplar-
ville fired up. He promptly called a meeting of his Board of Directors and proposed
that their Rotary Club of Covington become a 100% Paul Harris Fellow club. It was
calculated that there were still twelve members who were not Paul Harris Fellows at
the time. The Board agreed and a fundraiser was held to underwrite the effort.

President-elect Troy called Governor-elect Milton to relay the happy news and to
request that he come to Covington to celebrate the achievement. At the installation
dinner President-elect Troy presented a huge facsimile of a check made out to the
Rotary Foundation for $12,000 to Milton. A few days later Troy called Milton to ad-
Vi se, AWe have miscalculated. There we
Fell ows. Il shall be sending you anot he

What a standard Covington has set for our district: nothing short of perfection!

Of the distri-20008 dgowellsv,e 20WNMber seve
change. 0

Governor Milton and District Youth Exchange Chair Greg Champagne of St.
Charles Parish took the first step last week by requesting that Rotary International
inaugurate the certification process for the district.

The recertification process wil/ requ
students to be sent abroad again will be in the Rotary year 2008-2 0 0 9 . i A
this seems |ike a long time for the pr

Milton, Ait is imperative that we fulf
change. We would not want our children going abroad to a non-certified district and
understand that our friends abroad wou

Interest in youth exchange has surfaced in Carrollton, McComb, St. Charles,
Bogalusa, and several Coast clubs. Any club that wishes to participate in the recer-
tification process should contact Governor Milton or Chairman Greg.

A feature that differentiates Youth Exchange from Ambassadorial Scholars or
Group Study Exchange is that children and grandchildren of Rotarians may

participate.

President-elect Troy Bower of Cov-
ington presents a facsimile of a check
made out to the Rotary Foundation
for $12,000.

re fourteen memb
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The important Foundation/
Membership Development
Seminar meets at Pearl River
Community College, Poplar-
ville, August 18, 8:30 a.m. -

IP:30 psm. PiRse advitedRbb z €

Young of the names of your
club members who will be in
attendance. Inasmuch as the
district is paying for the lunch
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Literacy Projects

District 6840 has been hon-
ored by having past District
Governor Becky Askew of
Poplarville to be chosen as
Zone 29 Literary Coordinator.

We are counting on all 53
clubs to have a literacy project.
Please advise Governor Becky
of your choice.
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Message from the Governor

The Best Is Yet To Be !

One cannot muster enough superlatives to describe my experience visiting the clubs of our
dear District 6840. One of the themes we have heard again and again is to regain our dlstrlct
strength that we enjoyed AdAin a gol

True, that terrible | ady whose
much of our district in August of 2005 deserves much of the blame for our
having to rebuild. The cover of our district directory reminds us every day of
her infamous visit. Three of our clubs were put on an endangered species
list for a while as we looked for displaced Rotarians. Other clubs found mem-
bership dipping to dangerous lows during that trying period.

Happily, we have good news on all fronts as we resume our efforts to
be the district that all of us wish to be. Thanks to Dr. Hugh Craft, the Rotary Club of St. Bernard
has come back with vigor. In heavily damaged Chalmette, he has resuscitated that club which was
so long the pet of my dear friend Governor Earl Colomb. | tease the district when | say that we
could never give up St. Bernard because, in so d
crawfish etouffee at our annual food fest. Congratulations, Hugh and St. Bernard Rotarians, for
your famous comeback!

Likewise, we have promising news from Plaguemines Parish South. Assistant Governor
Garey Alimia and | enjoyed chatting with President Lynn Cooper about the prospects. At last a
place to meet has been located. What is more, assistance from Rotarians in Maine has given a
shot in the arm to the club. Like St. Bernard, they will discover that Rotary is anxious to help in the
rebuilding.

The third club on the endangered list may prove to be the most challenging, the Rotary Club
of East New Orleans. Not only is a meeting place a difficulty, but, as of press time, they have
located only seven of their members. Past District Governor John Altazan, President Ramiro
Guerra, and Assistant Governor Dick McCarthy have resolved to revive this dear club. Knowing
those three Rotarians, | have full confidence in the rebirth of East New Orleans.

While we are pleased with the prospects of these three clubs (Goal number three of the
2007-2008 goals is Save the Endangered Clubs), we cannot say enough about the resiliency of
certain other clubs. The historic clubs of New Orleans, the Westbank/Gretna, and Metairie have
illustrated this beautifully. We never doubted that with their talent and resources it would be any-
thing else. But we must also tip our hat to the smaller clubs who bounced back so nimbly. By the
end of this year, do not expect some of them to still be in the small club variety. They are definitely
on fire.

All of this augers well for our district. We can say with confidence that we will be going back

ifito the golden era.o But | am prepared to go ano
achievements of the golden era. We can make this
And well we should.
The perspective of Browning in RabbiBenEzrasays it so well . #AGrow a
best of I|life is yet to be. o0

Rotary Shares!
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Dutch Agree
To Exchange

On Levees

For the first time in the history of
the district, we shall have a Group
Study Exchange with a theme:
Levee Construction.

The obvious country with which
to have a GSE theme like this is
the Netherlands. District 1610 will
send levee engineers to our dis-
trict next April. We in turn will send
four non-Rotarian engineers, ages
25-35, to the Netherlands April 25
for one month.

The chairman of our GSE com-
mittee is Carlton Dufrechou of
Metairie Sunrise. Rotarians of
metro New Orleans know him for
his outstanding leadership with
Save Our Lake.

For applications, please contact
Chairman Carlton or download
them from the district website.

We shall also be recruiting a
team leader. He/she will be a Ro-
tarian and preferably, though not
required, be an engineer.

Letbs find the
the Netherlands. They will appear
on May 17 at a three-district con-
ference. This demonstrates how
much the Dutch look forward to
entertaining our team. Even the
Prince of Orange himself has be-
come interested in this GSE.

RiLoA

Once again, RYLA (Rotary Youth Leadership Awards) has cap-
tured the respect of the district with a most successful camping
seminar.

Led by District Chair Lisa Flair of Belle Chasse, the annual
event had a new location this year. In the beautiful woods of the
Florida parishes near Robert, Louisiana, more than sixty dynamic
young high school students met at Solomon Episcopal Retreat.
Everyone was impressed by the facilities. The quietness of the
setting enhanced the
possibilities of deep
thinking about leader-
ship. By all accounts the
2007 RYLA was one of
the best.

If there were any
negatives about the ex-
perience, they would
center on the fact that
some clubs did not have |
students attending to
represent them. RYLA is "

a true treasure for Rotary. No club should miss out on providing
such an opportunity for students in their towns. Club leaders
should start NOW in locating two students, preferably one male
and one female, for the 2008 RYLA next summer. In addition,
clubs should make sure that the two students actually attend. Re-
grettably, five students failed to show at the seminar, costing the
bckilss the maney and themsedvesra dife-changing experience.

Solomon Episcopal Retreat granted only a one-year contract to
RYLA last spring. After the administration observed the quality of
the students and the program, they have now extended a three-
year contract to Rotary. Students, counselors, and Rotary directors
gave a resounding endorsement to return to the beautiful retreat.

Thanks to Lisa Flair, her Rotarian assistants, and the RYLA
alumni who serve as counselors for another extraordinary
experience.

District Conference To Be Staged

n Way

Dowhn

Yonder

For the first time in decades, the district conference will be in downtown
New Orleans. This honors the plan of the late Ray Hymel who would have been

governor this year. It will be staged at Hotel Loews on Poydras Street, April 17

o0 20.

Make plans now for a fun -filled conference!
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Why Is This Lady So Happy?

President Lynn Cooper of the Plaguemines
Parish South club beams as she hears a report
that Rotarians in Maine are crafting a matching
grant for her club of $17,500.

Why Is Governor Milton So Happy?

A raucous gorilla presented him and the
Rotary Club of Petal a striptease on his
birthday.

Looking Forward

District Sets Record
In Per Capita Giving

What a turn around a month makes.
In early June, Foundation Chairman Rob
Young observed that district giving to the Ro-
tary Foundation may be at an all-time low. But
in the month of June, the district came roaring
back with $53,000 to make a total of $159,692
for the Rotary year 2006-2007.
According to Chairman Rob, this made the
per capita giving $69.37, the highest in district
history.
Goal number two of the di
goals for 2007-2008 calls for a minimal in-
crease of ten percent in annual giving; a mod-
erate goal of $150,000; an and ultimate goal
Every Rotarian, Every Year. The final figures
for 2006-2007 suggest to Chairman Rob that
the moderate goal be raised to $175,000.
Twelve clubs made the ultimate goal last
year, Every Rotarian, Every Year. The Rotary
Foundation recognizes t hesc¢e
Clubs. o Congratulations to
the box below.

Star Clubs
1. Harahan $353.85
2. Algiers $295.00
3. St. Charles Parish $289.69
4. Metairie Sunrise $250.00
5. Edgewater $245.28
6. Belle Chasse $209.21
7. McComb $132.53
8. Gautier $130.43
9. The Westbank/Gretna $117.28
10. Metairie $116.41
11. Hattiesburg Sunrise $114.29
12. Stennis Space Center $112.50

August 1 Applications for District Governor, 2010  -2011, due

August 18 Foundation/Membership Development Seminar, Poplarville, 8:30 0 2:30
August 25 Nominating Committee for District Governor, 2010  -2011

August Membership Development Month

September 8

Rotaryds I nternational

Literacy Day



